SOME LETTERS OF
To Daniel Gregory Mason
MAY 24, 1896.
DEAR DAN:
Thanks for your painstaking and very perceptive criticism. I cannot bring myself yet to accept all your strictures unconditionally, but I find them all suggestively and wisely hortatory, pointing the way where the real pitfalls lie for me; and I know that by the time I come to put the verses in permanent form I shall have accepted most of them literally. Still, while I am still unpersuaded, let me distinguish. The vague syntax of st. n is undoubtedly mere slovenliness: the stanza shall go the way of the ungirt loin. Also st. vn is as you say turgid, and must go, even though it drag with it the next stanza, which you like. As regards the suspension of the sense in sts. iv-vi I cannot agree. It seems to me that the breathlessness and holding-aloof is justified by the emphasis with which the concluding thought is thus given, and still more by the fact that it sets the essential thought off in a rounded form. It has a constructive value, also, as contrasting with the simple declaratory forms of statement which precede and follow it. I fancy it corresponds in my mind
62hat I love Shakespeare less, but that I love Ophelia more.
